IRELAND                     279

Ireland, for as much as any other reason that he
might not be supposed to have accepted or in-
herited Ireland from a pope. Henry confiscated
the church lands in Ireland, as he had done in
England, and began to bring to bear that pressure,
which has been insistent ever since, to make the
Irish give up the faith of St. Patrick for the novel
Protestantism which Henry the Eighth had
evolved from the necessities of his personal do-
mestic situation. Nearly all the chiefs in Ireland
were brought to acknowledge Henry as the head of
the church, but the people refused to do so then,
and have refused to do so ever since. We now
have clearly before us the two matters that under-
lie almost all subsequent troubles. Their land
had been taken from them, their religion was to be
taken from them. Edward followed Henry, and
was even more bitter in his Protestantism; then
came Mary and a return to the old faith; and
then Elizabeth, with years of religious and land
wars. There w$re few years of her reign without
war, bloodshed and rebellion in Ireland. If the
Irish could not be subdued and converted, there
followed, the plan of establishing plantations of
English and Scotch in Ireland, who drove off the
Irish and settled in their place- During these
wars of the time of Elizabeth, crops, cattle and
houses were destroyed purposely to bring about